Rockin’ back
~to the 1950s |
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The man behind much of the {950s-style
dances is John Maynard, a Seattle disk
jockey. Here he played an Elvis Presley

record at the Glendale dance.

A RECORD SLIPS onto the turntable. The fa-
miliar lyrics blare .out from the speakers. It's
Little Richard and “I.Hear Ya Knocking.” Next
it’s Elvis slurring out that late 1950s hit, *‘Hound
Dog,” followed by Bill Hailey and the Comets with
the classi¢ of the 1950s, ‘‘Rock Around the Clock.”

The teen-agers, with their saddle shoes, bobby-
sox and slick ed-down hair, can’t resist any long-
er. It's off to the dance floor to try out the intri-
cate steps of the Stroll, Limbo Rock, Watusi, Bop
and the Mashed Potato. Ponytails twirl through
the air and the boys have to stop now and then to
readjust their “shades.”

While it all sounds like a scene from the new
television show of 1950s nostalgia, “Happy Days,”
the above ‘‘happening” is a familiar one these
days around Seattle as well as the rest of the
country.

The 1950s craze is as big as hoola hoops and
Davey Crockett hats ever were. And, the man
behind much of it on the local scene is a Seattle -
disk jockey, John Maynard of KUUU-Radio.

. Maynard arrives at high-school dances and oth-
er teen-age functions with all his electronic equip-
ment -and collection of rock ’n’ roll records. The
format is simple. He plays the music, awards a
few record albums for the best dancers and some-
times reminisces about the 1950s.

“Sometimes I can’t even talk, they’re so wild
over the music,” says Maynard. “The amazing
thing to me is that they all know these dances. I
don’t know who teaches them, maybe their par-
ents.
“When 1 think back to my teen-age days, 1

don’t recall we knew anything about the 1930s,
- which would have been 20 years before.”

So popular have the 1950-era dances become,
that Maynard is often out two and three nights a
mk spinning his rock recordings of Elvis and
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The trend is not confined to young people, how-
ever. Maynard says that many adults are just as

While this ay Jook like a rho'fdgmph from a
1950s dance, it was actually taken only weeks

ago at Glendale Junior High School in the . -e n : T
Highline District. Long dresses, ponytails and ;‘;ﬁm in t:emg up wﬁte‘dgxd stylies h;a;
shades {sunglasses) are all part of the trappings school. dances '

of a 1950s revival amongst teen-agers. _ i .




